MODEL E-MAIL
Dear (insert name of MP),
I am writing to you in my capacity of Fire Chief of (insert name of your Fire Department).  As such, I am responsible for protecting the lives and property of (insert number) of your constituents.  My Fire Department is comprised of (insert number of full-time and volunteer members of your Department)
I am proud to be a member of the Canadian Association of Fire Chiefs (CAFC).  On January 9, CAFC filed a pre-budget submission with Finance Minister Flaherty.  I have reviewed that position paper and support it without reservation.    

Attached is the Executive Summary that accompanied CAFC’s brief.  It points out that the two key Fire Services issues with respect to the Budget are as follows: 

· Significantly increase funding under the Joint Emergency Preparedness Program for all Fire Departments with a fixed percentage of those funds going to the Volunteer Fire Services.
· Amend the Income Tax Act to provide deductions for volunteer emergency services that are at least equal to those proposed in Bill C-219.  This Bill had reached Third Reading stage, with all-party support, when Parliament was dissolved for the 2008 General Election.

I am asking you to communicate immediately with Finance Minister Flaherty urging him to include these two points in the upcoming Budget.  I would appreciate being informed of any reaction you receive from the Minister.

Thank you for your consideration of our views.

Yours sincerely,

(Insert name and title)
